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Letters to the Editors 





Some Thought Jesus Was “Beside Himself” 





Danger of a Good Conscience 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Referring to the letter signed, “Texas 
Woman” (OUTLOOK, Aug. 6), while not 
doubting the sincerity of the writer, one 
is reminded that a good conscience is a 
dangercus thing. The letter reminds one 
of the lament of the elder, “Lo these many 
years.” The tone of the writer would 
lead one to believe that the church is do- 
ing a good job in the matter of segrega- 
tion. Why compare it with secular or- 
ganizations? I, for one, feel that the mat- 
ter is not localized to the southeast, wit- 
ness, Cicero. But are we as a church get- 
ting at the root of the matter or are we 
soothing our consciences with rationaliza- 
tions? 

Mr. Dabbs in his courageous effort can- 
not escape being labelled unbalanced or 
subversive, Some folks even thought 
Jesus was “beside himself.” The emperor 
Julian, chafing under the possibilities of 
a full gospel resorted to name-calling. 
“For him Jesus of Nazareth, so far from 
embodying a full and final expression of 
the Word, is nothing but an illiterate 
peasant whose teachings, while devoid of 


truth and beauty, are at the same time 
weak, impractical and socially subver- 
sive.” (Cochrane—Christianity and Classi- 
eal Culture.) 

We gather that name-calling is nothing 
new. 

J. EDWARD BATES. 
Villa Rica, Ga. 


Montreat—and Cincinnati 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The article about segregation which the 
elder from South Carolina wrote, was true 
and good (OUTLOOK, July 16). I think 
that we as a church, have sidestepped this 
problem.* I have expressed myself on the 
subject several times, once during the de- 
votional at presbytery. I am afraid that 
many of our church people do not share 
the Christian view of the problem. 

I read where Sherwood Eddy, speaking 
before university men and women of the 
South, said that if the South had the 
choice between equal rights for the Negro 
and war, that it would choose war. He 
said that no one refuted this statement 
after he had made it. 

I think that we had a choice. The Presi- 
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dent wanted to pass the Civil Rights Bill, 
which in my opinion is a Christian bill, 
as I understand it. (I haven’t read all of 
it.) Congress, led by Southern congress- 
men, defeated it, and we have the war. 

The question of segregation was 
brought up at the Church Extension Con- 
ference at Montreat last summer by an old 
man, and it was neatly sidestepped. 

I am afraid that many are not ready to 
follow the Golden Rule in race relations, 
It seems that sports, the government and 
the armed services, are way ahead of the 
church in dealing with this problem. 

I expressed my opinion on the subject 
to a family in South Carolina and had a 
bitter debate on the subject. The man 
was an elder in the church. When Presi- 
dent Truman proposed the Civil Rights 
Bill and there was a wave of opposition 
in the South, I wrote the president com- 
mending him for his stand, and assuring 
him of my prayers. He answered, thank- 
ing me for my letter and especially for 
my prayers. 

I went to the Assembly last year, 1950, 
at Massanetta Springs, Va. On the way 
back, I stopped at Cincinnati, the only 
northern city IT had been in up to that 
time. In the railway station, I saw some- 
thing that I had never seen before, that 
is, white and Negro people using the same 
waiting room, I had been used to seeing 
the white people having a rather nice 
waiting room in the railroad stations and 
bus stations and the Negroes having a 
little dirty hole to wait in. Another thing 
that impressed me was how nicely dressed 
most of the Negroes were and they were 
also quiet and orderly. After I got back 
to the South, I thought that maybe the 
people up North have more religion than 
we have down here, that it seemed that 
the way they did in this matter was more 
Christian than the way we did. 

Hope that your paper continues to pre- 
sent a courageous view on matters that 
are before us. . 

T. M. HOWZE. 

Spring Hill, Tenn. 


Hideous Folly 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Enclosed you will find the writer’s check 
No. 991, for the sum of $7.50 for two years’ 
subscription to THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK. 

For almost seventy years I have read 
magazines of various characters but I 
have never read a more excellent maga- 
zine or periodical of any kind or char- 
acter. The article of July 16, 1951, on 
segregation by our distinguished Brother 
J. M. Dabb, an elder, is worth more than 
a year’s subscription. 

I very deeply and sincerely wish that 
this article could be posted in every free 
school in the Southland and that the 
teachers might use it as a text for a some- 
what hideous fallacy of race discrimina- 
tion. Does any fair-minded man doubt 
that our forefathers were right when they 
wrote in the Declaration of Independence 
that all men are created equal and en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain in- 
alienable rights among which are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness? 
Surely they never intended to make color 
a distinguishing mark of superiority. 

I have read many articles of far-sighted, 
thoughtful Christian men that have been 
published in your magazine. May the 
grace of Almighty God richly bless and 
prosper your efforts to publish the best. 
I most urgently recommend it to the peo- 
ple of all denominations as the cleanest 
and finest in Christian literature. You 
may, if you so desire, publish this letter. 

A. H. SHIPPER. 

Martinsburg, Va. 
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Church Groups in 
Hopewell Take Stand 


On Numbers Crusade 


Presbyterians Give Strong 
Support to Law Enforcement 


Presbyterian groups in Hopewell, Va., 
have taken a determined part in recent 
efforts to eliminate the numbers racket 
in their city. 

Once the situation was opened up by 
Editor A. Robbins, Jr., in the columns 
of the Hopewell News, church organiza- 
tions and pastors rallied to strengthen 
his hand and to support a program of 
law enforcement. (Robbins published 
the statement of W. H. “‘Billy’’ Sampson 
saying that nobody ‘‘except the federal 
government” could run him out of the 
numbers business in Hopewell.) 


Young People Are First 


First to applaud the editor’s crusade 
was the young people’s organization of 
the West End Presbyterian church. Then 
followed an official supporting resolu- 
tion by the session of that church and a 
letter by the pastor, Wm. E. Hill, Jr., 
saying, ‘“‘This is a moral issue . .any 
right-thinking person, regardless of 
politics, ought to support it.”’ 

Harold White, pastor of the West 
Hopewell church, joined in the discus- 
sion with a letter to the editor support- 
ing and encouraging the campaign, stat- 
ing that he had preached sermons on 
the subject in his church and over the 
radio. 

A resolution of support followed from 
the men’s organization of the First 
church where Samuel L. Belk is minis- 
ter: then an official resolution from the 
congregation of the West Hopewell 
church. 


Without Regard to Politics 


The West Hopewell resolution urged 
“that the campaign against organized 
gambling be prosecuted vigorously, with- 
out regard to the interests of any politi- 
cal or criminal groups of persons who 
may be involved in the present issue. 
Any other kind of law enforcement cam- 
puign would deserve no more than pass- 
ing interest.” 

Editor Robbins, in his initial chal- 
lenge, had called to his fellow-citizens: 
“Now is the time to stand up and be 
counted.’”’ 

With a grand jury summoned to look 
thoroughly into the affair, a good por- 
tion of the Presbyterian population cf 
Hopewell was officially recorded in sup- 
port of the Editor’s crusade. 


Turck Talks on Sports Scandals 


Sees Them as Challenge to Church-Related Schools 


North Manchester, Ind. (RNS)—Rev- 
elations of widespread ‘‘cribbing’’ at 
the West Point Military cademy and of 
basketball ‘‘fixing’’ in other universities 
were seen here as pointing up the need 
for church-related colleges to present 
religious principles to American stu- 
dents. 

At a Church of the Brethren confer- 
ence on problems of Christian higher 
education, Charles J. Turck, president 
of Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn., 
advised church-related colleges to meet 
the public reaction to the revelations 
by proclaiming: ‘We are against cheat- 
ing, and we are against gambling.” 

“We do not say this as hypocrites,” 
he stressed, ‘“‘and we are not passing 
judgment on others. We are simply 
against that way of life. Our condem- 
nation runs against that kind of society 
that tolerates cheating in high places, 
that legislates in response to lobbyists 
and sometimes even to bribers.”’ 

Deploring the ‘‘moral obliquity” of 
“cheating and dishonor (which) reach 
the point of accepting bribes and other 
benefits,’ he said the college basket- 
ball scandals ‘are an indictment, not 
only of the players involved, but of the 
conditions that tolerate them.” 

Dr. Turek warned that ‘it will mean 
the collapse of the American way of 
life if in this period of danger and 


partial disintegration the Christian col- 
leges should fail to stop the decay and 
overcome the danger by an unrelent- 
ing and uncompromising proclamation 
and practice of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.” 


Sees Resurgence 


Dean Morley Mays, of Juniata College, 
Huntington, Pa., told the conference 
that ‘‘a resurgence is in the making” of 
religion as an ‘‘academically respectable 
subject of study’ at American institu- 
tions of higher learning. 

The increasing attention paid to re- 
ligion, he said, is regarded as one of the 
most significant trends in curriculum 
development in liberal arts colleges. 
Princeton, Yale, Pennsylvania, and New 
York universities, as well as many other 
major institutions, have recently built 
up their religion departments with new 
courses and personnel, according to Dr. 
Mays. 

He stressed that there is a special 
need for strengthening religion courses 
at church-related schools. 

“We shall never become Christian 
colleges,’”’ he asserted, ‘‘until we confer 
upon the careful, vigorous study of re- 
ligion the same academic dignity and 
curricular prominence that we appar- 
ently are willing to grant to other 
academic requirements.” 


Labor Sunday Message, 1951 


Requested to Be Read in the Churches 


EN SERVE GOD when they 
M strive for brotherhood, free- 

dom, and justice. It is our 
Christian conviction that useful work 
is also a means of serving God. There- 
fore, it is the Christian’s responsibility 
to understand the conditions under 
which men work, to see that work is 
made meaningful, and that it brings a 
just reward. 

In this spirit the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America issues this Labor Sun- 
day Message in honor of all workers 
both within and outside the churches. 

Christian responsibility calls us to ac- 
tion 


—wherever, in the midst of the 


*Approved by the General Board of 
the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America 
and issued through the Department of 
the Church and Economic Life. 


plenty which multitudes today enjoy, 
there are families who still taste the 
bitterness of daily poverty; 

—wherever those who labor in the 
fields as migrants, whether from within 
or without our borders, work without 
respect accorded to their human dignity, 
without a basis for security, or without 
a place in the community; 

—wherever the aged or disabled who 
depend on savings or pensions, or others 
who depend on small, fixed incomes 
suffer increasing hardships due to the 
rising cost of living; 

—wherever men are denied fair em- 
ployment opportunities. 


Record of Achievement 


Through the years labor unions have 
fought for justice often against enor- 
mous odds and often with little means 
except devotion and courage. Theirs 
has been a record of achievement in the 








cause of humanity in which the churches 
are proud to have had a share. Today 
our industrial life is much improved 
through united effort, and much of the 
bitterness of the past has been forgot- 
ten. Relations between employee and 
employer are widely based upon accept- 
ance of organized labor and are carried 
on with sincere negotiation and mutual 
respect. 

It is encouraging that progress is be- 
ing made toward bridging the divisions 
within the ranks of labor. Labor’s 
recognition of those moral values which 
provide national as well as personal 
security is demonstrated by its share in 
the struggle against racketeers and 
against those who would destroy demo- 
cratic principles and institutions. We 
trust that unions will continue the effort 
to keep themselves free from control 
by any external group which seeks to 
exploit them for its own ends. 

But another kind of vigilance is also 
called for in these days of great organi- 


The Origin of Labor Sunday 


In 1909 the American Federation 
of Labor sent to the Federal Council 
of Churches a series of resolutions 
suggesting “that the Sunday before 
Labor Day in September, be officially 
designated as ‘Labor Sunday,’ and 
that the churches of America be re- 
quested to devote some part of this 
day to a presentation of the labor 
question”; with the further resolve 
“that the various central and local 
labor bodies be requested to cooper- 
ate in every legitimate way with the 
ministers who thus observe Labor 
Sunday, seeking with them to secure 
as large an audience of working men 
und others as possible.” 

In a resolution which was unani- 
mously adopted, the Federal Council 
voted to “commend to the churches 
of America hearty compliance with 
the request of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor therein made; namely, 
that the Sunday before the first Mon- 
day in September, or another as near 
thereto as possible, be observed as 
‘Labor Sunday’ with sermons and 
other exercises appropriate to the oc- 
casion.”” The result was the first ob- 
servance of Labor Sunday in 1910. 

Worship and program aids to the 
churches were made available by the 
Federal Council. This led in 1917 to 
the issuance of the first Labor Sunday 
Message, a practice which has been 
continued in every year following. 
The observance of Labor Sunday and 
the issuance of its Message has been, 
therefore, one of the longest estab- 
lished practices in the program of or- 
ganized cooperation of the churches. 
In 1951, this tradition is being con- 
tinued and extended as an annual 
event by the new National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 
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Program of Progress Change 


Offices cof the Program of Progress 
have been moved from the Henry Grady 
Bldg., Atlanta, returning to 


324 Church Street, Decatur, Ga. 





zational accomplishment. The vital 
spirit that gives life and meaning to 
trade unionism must not be lost. Ina 
unique way the labor movement gathers 
up the aspirations of multitudes of peo- 
ple. It is not enough that millions of 
workers are union members and that 
their dues are paid regularly. It is not 
enough that wages are fairer, work- 
ing conditions improved, and security 
against the hazards of sickness or old 
age more certain. It is not enough even 
that the labor movement has grown to 
large stature as an influence in com- 
munity and national life. Although 
these are welcome achievements for 
which trade unions deserve great credit. 
they are not enough. For man does not 
live by bread alone. 


Responsibility for Brotherhood 


We are all challenged today in the 
name of God to reject complacency. 
Power in itself is no measure of endur- 
ing greatness. Because of its signifi- 
cance to millions of workers and its 
place in the community the labor move- 
ment cannot escape responsibility for 
the social consequences of the use of its 
power. For that power offers enormous 
continuing opportunity for good—for 
taking dynamic leadership in working 
toward that brotherhood to which the 
Christian gospel calls us, for breaking 
down the walls between races, classes, 
and nations, and for creating a world 
in which all men can live as brothers. 





Such brotherhood is nurtured in those 
unions where the rights of members to 
speak freely and fully are protected and 
encouraged. It grows stronger with 
every victory in union or shop over 
prejudice, bigotry, and factionalism. 

The responsibility of labor for 
brotherhood extends—and is widely ac- 
cepted—beyond its own confines. 
Labor, along with other segments of our 
society, should share fully in the crucial 
role America must play in world affairs, 
Our aid should not be employed to sup- 
port reaction, to protect entrenched 
greed, nor to rescue the discredited or 
corrupt. Only by placing works of jus- 
tice and brotherhood at the heart of our 
foreign policy may we hope to achieve 
either security for ourselves or freedom 
from fear for the world. To carry for- 
ward this world task effectively America 
must work with the other freedom-lov- 
ing nations for the elimination every- 
where cf poverty, exploitation, and dis- 
crimination and for the building of a 
world based on increasing self-help and 
mutual cooperation. 


Fulfillment of Our Common Dream 


In our own times we have seen by re- 
peated examples that courageous labor 
leaders and enlightened industrialists, 
with the cooperation and encourage- 
ment of churches, can accomplish great 
and significant social gains within a free 
democratic society. The fulfillment of 
our common dream of a world in which 
peace and justice prevail can come only 
if we, along with the people of other 
lands, look to the Spirit of God for the 
Light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. From Christ 
we all may draw the strength we need 
for the difficult and challenging days 
that lie ahead of us. 
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Field Nearest Home 


“For the Lord your God, he is God of gods, and Lord of lords . . . the 
mighty and the terrible, who regardeth not persons. 
Love ye therefore the sojourner.’’—Deut. 10-17-19. 

“The strangers that sojourn among you 
home-born among the tribes of Israel.” 

Through their prayers and gifts, friends of the China colleges are help- 





There is also reaping to be done near 
This field is ripe and comes right up to our door. 

There are 6,000 Chinese living in America on a temporary basis. 
4,000 of these are studying in our colleges. 
their education and have had experience as doctors, teachers, business men, 
Many of these have their families with them. 

The presence of this large number of Chinese leaders in our midst gives 
us an opportunity to do ourselves what we have been doing through others 
In closing a door in China, God has opened even wider this door 
Most of us can personally participate in harvesting this field 


GOD of our fathers, we implore thy blessing upon those who have lately 
come from China to make their homes in America. 
unaccustomed scenes may they feel that Thou art with them. Help those about 
them to give them sympathy and loving service in the spirit of Christ. AMEN. 

—ROBT. J. McMULLEN in Lift Up Your Eyes! 
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The Heavenly Vision 


“Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was 
not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision.””—Acts 26:19. 


N RECOUNTING the wonderful story 
of his conversion, the Apostle Paul 
said, “I was not disobedient unto 

the heavenly vision.’”’ If he had been. 
we would not be interested in him. It 
is because he was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision that Saul of Tarsus 
stepped out of the ranks of his race and 
generation, and took his place among 
the master spirits of all time. It was 
obedience to the heavenly vision that 
transformed his character and inspired 
his great career. Let us then consider 
certain aspects of that creative experi- 
ence, and test our own lives by them. 


I. A Vision of the Invisible 


We note, first of all, that this vision 
was a vision of the invisible. It was an 
experience that convinced Saul of Tarsas 
that the physical universe is not all of 
man’s environment. It made him for- 
ever sure of unseen realities. From the 
hour of this experience he lived in two 
worlds at once. He walked the common 
ways of men, earning his living, travel- 
ing and teaching, making friends and 
enduring persecution, but wherever he 
went he carried with him a sense of a 
realm beyond the visible. In his second 
letter to the Corinthians he said, ‘‘We 
look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are tem- 
poral, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.”’ 

With this assurance of the unseen 
world there came to Saul a conviction 
that the most important forces in life 
are not physical but spiritual forces. 
This was quite contrary to the thought 
of the Roman world. The Caesars had 
built their empire on the supposedly 
solid foundations of military might, 
power politics and material wealth. To 
a Roman the idea that a crucified 
Galilean would influence the future 
more than all the Caesars or that the 
pen of Paul would be mighty long after 
Roman legions had ceased to march, 
would have seemed absurd. 

Yet so it has come to pass. Napoleon, 
surveying the wreck of his achievements 
from the shores of St. Helena, said, 
“Nations pass away, thrones crumble, 
but the church remains. Alexander. 
Caesar, Charlemagne and I founded em- 
pires. But on what did we rest the crea- 
tions of our genius? Upon force. Jesus 
Christ alone founded his empire upon 
love; and at this hour millions of men 
would die for him.”’ 

Commenting upon the character of 
Napoleon and the cause of his failure, 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson said, ‘‘Napoleon 
did all he could to live and thrive with- 
out moral principle. It was the nature 
of things that balked and ruined him. 
And in a million experiments the result 
would be the same. Every experiment 
by multitudes or by individuals that has 
a sensual or selfish aim will fail.’ 

That is another way of saying that 
upon the throne of the universe there 
is a righteous God, and that every 
strutting tyrant that tramples human 
rights under his feet is on his way to 
his own doom. For a while the Caesars, 
the Hitlers and the Mussolinis may 
spread themselves, but soon they are 
cut down. As it has been, so it will be. 
Because God reigns, all ruthless dicta- 
tors are bound to fail. 

The world is in chaos today because 
men and nations have been trying to 
live without spiritual vision and with- 
out moral principle. It is an impossible 
undertaking. A man cannot build a 
decent character without a _ spiritual 
faith to sustain it. A woman can not 
build a good home without spiritual 
convictions to support it. The nations 
cannot build a stable social order except 
on virtues that spring from faith in God. 
And humanity cannot build world peace 
except on the teachings of the Prince of 
Peace. The world is full of woes today 
because people are trying to get along 
without God. Nations are filled with 
hate for each other because they have 
no love for him. Classes are at each 
other’s throats because they have not 
accepted Christ as Lord. Families are 
going to pieces because they have for- 
gotten to pray. And that leads us to 
a second observation about Paul’s 
heavenly vision. 


If. A Vision of Jesus Christ 


It was the vision of a Person, whom 
Saul recognized as the Lord of Life. 
Framed in dazzling light, the man of 
Tarsus saw a majectic figure, and above 
the hubbub of the caravan he heard a 


Voice saying, ‘“‘Saul, Saul, why persecu- 
test thou me?” To that question the 
man on the ground replied, ‘‘Who art 
thou, Lord?” using a title which Hebrew 
lips reserved for deity. Out of the blind- 
ing light came the answer, ‘“‘I am Jesus, 
whom thou persecutest.’”” From that 
hour Saul never lost sight of Jesus 
Christ. 

Christianity differs from all the re- 
ligions of men in that it alone centers 
in a person. As Dr. Stanley Jones has 
somewhere said, “Hinduism centers in 
a cult, Buddhism in a philosophy, Con- 
fucianism in a code, Mohammedanism in 
a book.” But Christianity centers in a 
Person, whom Christians know as 
Savior, Lord and Master. To be a Chris- 
tian is to yield one’s heart and life to 
Jesus Christ. But we never can really 
do that until we see him, until he be- 
comes real and meaningful to us, as he 
became to Saul through the heavenly 
vision. 

When the Lord Jesus was in Jeru- 
salem to observe the Jewish Passover for 
the last time, there appeared among the 
pilgrims who thronged the sacred city 
a litle group of Greeks. They ap- 
proached the Apostle Philip and said 
to him, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
Philip reported the request to Andrew, 
and the two of them told the Master. 
His reaction was surprising. Stirred 
with emotion, he lifted his eyes to 
heaven, and said, “The hour is come 
that the Son of Man should be glori- 
fied.””. Then he spoke of his approach- 
ing death, and added, ‘‘And I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 

Why was he so stirred? Evidently 
he deemd the incident prophetic. In the 
handfui of Greeks who wanted to see 
him, he saw the pioneers of a great 
multitude of every kindred and race on 
earth, who would lift up their eyes to 
him, and find in him the meaning of 
life. 


A Fading Glory 


It is significant that those enquirers 
were Greeks. For, being Greeks, they 
represented the finest culture ever at- 
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tained in a non-Christian land. And 
yet, when Jesus was teaching in Galilee 
and Judea, the glory that was Greece 
was a fading glory. Greek philosophy 
and art had failed to save the people 
from moral decay and social chaos. Old 
superstitions were dead and there was 
nothing to take their place. The Greek 
world was spiritually bankrupt. Greek 
history had shown mankind how high 
human genius can climb in quest of the 
true, the beautiful and the good, and 
yet how far short that quest would fall. 
unless some stronger hand than man’s 
should reach down from above to help 
the climber up. 

In that company of Greeks coming to 
Jerusalem and saying, “Sir, we would 
see Jesus,”’ we see human culture at 
its best confessing its inadequacy and 
coming to find the true meaning of life 
in mankind’s true and only Savior. 

And I dare affirm that whenever the 
people of any race have followed those 
Greek pilgrims, and through eyes of 
faith have got a true vision of Jesus 
Christ, then and there human life has 
experienced a new birth. The great 
awakenings in literature and art, the 
great advances in morals and social pro- 
gress have come in the wake of relig- 
ious revivals, and the great religious re- 
vivals of the past 2,000 years have re- 
sulted from new visions of Jesus Christ. 

Thomas Carlyle called John Knox the 
maker of modern Scotland, and graphi- 
cally described the changes wrought in 
the life of Scotland by the influence of 
Knox. But what, specifically, did John 
Knox do for Scotland? One thing. By 
the power of his preaching he led Scot- 
land to see Jesus Christ as the Savior 
of men and the Lord of life. 

Of John Wesley’s influence on Eng- 
lish history one could say almost as 
much. Indeed, it has been said often 
that the great revival of religion led by 
Wesley and his associates saved Eng- 
land from something like the French 
Revolution, and ushered in a glorious 
era of culture and progress. 


Prayers to “Progress” 


A generation ago it was commonly be- 
lieved in Western Europe and America 
that the world was getting better and 
safer and happier, through some sort 
of automatic process or social evolution. 
Men wrote Progress with a capital ‘“‘P,” 
and said their prayers to that. But 
grim events of recent history have ren- 
dered that pleasant creed untenable. 
The optimists of a generation ago were 
not mistaken about the fact of social 
progress, but about its cause. They 
forgot that back of the movements that 
were lifting life to higher levels, was the 
faith of our fathers, the ideals and pur- 
poses of men who had seen the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 

We need expect no deliverance from 
our present ills until a chastened gen- 
eration lifts its eyes to heaven and looks 
into the face of its Lord. 


6 


Ill. An Enthralling Vision 

Finally, we observe that Paul’s 
heavenly vision was an _ enthralling 
vision. From the hour that it broke 
upon his soul he knew that he could 
never again be his own man. He knew 
that he must forever be God’s man. He 
accepted that thralldom with boundless 
joy and gratitude, delighting to call 
himself the bond-servant of Jesus 
Christ. In that bondage he discovered 
real freedom, and became the most 
radiant and dynamic personality of his 
age. 

No man ever truly finds himself until 
he loses himself in some great under- 
taking. No man ever sees life clearly 
until he sees it in the light of a great 
ideal. No man discovers the meaning 
and joy of living until some fine con- 
secration sweeps him out of his selfish- 
ness into the spacious purposes of God. 

When London was burned in 1666, 
Sir Christopher Wren presented a plan 
for a new city with wide streets all lead- 
ing to the house of common prayer, 
which is his monument. We know it 
today as St. Paul’s Cathedral. The plan 
was adopted, but it could never be 





carried out because each householder 
insisted that his house should be built 
just where it was before. 

If out of the chaos of the present hour 
there is to come a better world, it will 
be through the dedicated lives of men 
and women who have seen the heaveniy 
vision, and who, under the banner of 
the Prince of Peace, are committed to 
lives of unselfish service. If ever there 
is to be a warless world, a world in 
which the fruits of industry are fairly 
distributed, a world in which men live 
as brothers and every child has a 
chance, it will be because men of faith 
have said, ‘The thing that ought to be 
must be, and by his grace it shall be.” 

Above all things else, this troubled 
world needs men and women who have 
seen the heavenly vision, and are not 
disobedient to it—men and women who 
are sure of God and heaven and realize 
the supremacy of spiritual values—men 
and women who through eyes of faith 
have looked into the face of Jesus 
Christ, and said, ‘“‘Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?’’"—men and women who 
no longer call their lives their own but 
are living to do the will of God. 


What the Assembly Did 


About the Future of Snedecor Memorial Synod 
By ALEX. R. BATCHELOR} 


YEAR AGO the General Assembly 

asked the Board of Church Exten- 

sion to study Snedecor Memorial 
Synod and its presbyteries looking to- 
ward the possibility of a closer relation- 
ship between the work of our Negro 
ministers and elders to the white synods 
and presbyteries. The Board was in- 
structed to report to this Assembly 
That report was printed in the Assem- 
bly’s Blue Book, a copy of which was 
sent to every Commissioner to the As- 
sembly.* It is possible that many of the 
commissioners did not read this report. 
The full report was carefully considered 
by the standing committee on Church 
Extension. With a few minor changes 
the standing committee adopted the rec- 
ommendations of the report and again 
with a few minor changes, these were 
adopted by the Assembly. 

In an endeavor to acquaint the church 
with the status of our Negro synod and 
presbyteries, the following review of the 
action of the General Assembly is given: 

1. The report recommended that we 
continue to have Negro churches and 
presbyteries as at present. It was rec- 
ommended that the number of Negro 
presbyteries be reduced from four to 
three. 

2. The report recommended that our 
Negro Synod be dissolved and that 
Negro presbyteries become members of 
white synods. It was felt that this one 
step toward a closer fellowship in the 


*A copy of this report is available and 
will be mailed to anyone requesting it. 
+Secretary, Division of Negro Work. 


work of the Kingdom would be a bless- 
ing to our Negro church officers and the 
white officers, ministers and elders. 

3. It was understood that this closer 
integration of our work would affect 
only the relationship of the ministers 
and elders to the synod. The program 
of religious education with its confer- 
ences for men and young people and the 
program of the Women of the Church 
is to be continued without change. 

A Snedecor Region will be set up and 
all conferences and services for men, 
women and young people will be con- 
ducted as at present through this region. 
The Assembly made the Board of Church 
Extension through the Division of Negro 
Work responsible for setting up this 
regional plan. 

4. The government of our church 
places the responsibility for presbytery 
changes with the synod. The synod 
must make any changes in presbytery 
status. The Assembly requested the 
Synod of Georgia to receive the Presby- 
tery of Georgia-Carolina (the present 
Presbytery of North and South Caro- 
lina) as one of its presbyteries; the 
Synod of Alabama to receive Central 
Alabama Presbytery and the Synod of 
Louisiana to receive the Presbytery of 
Louisiana-Mississippi (a combining of 
Central Louisiana and Ethel Presby- 
teries). It will also be necessary for 
the Snedecor Memorial Synod to vote 
its presbyteries into this new relation- 
ship. 

5. A commission of the Assembly was 
elected. When these four synods have 
voted their approval, this commission is 
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to meet and dissolve Snedecor Memorial 
Synod. 

In a short statement to the Assembly 
Dr. Vernon Broyles said that this re- 
port represented the best thought of the 
Board of Church Extension and that he 


hoped the Assembly would grant its ap- 
proval if in its judgment this was the 
proper step to take at this time. The 
Assembly did grant its approval by a 
large majority. It is our hope that the 
synods involved will also approve. 


The Church Worker Series 





13. The Sexton 


SEXTON’S SAY 


Since we could not get adequate com- 
ments from our readers addressed to the 
sextons, we have asked the sextons to 
give their say-so on several questions: 

It is recognized, of course, that these 
answers come from men who are full- 
time employees, while most of our 
churches use part-time help. 

1. What is the chief problem that the 
caretaker encounters in caring for the 
church? 

e “The carelessness of some people 
who think the caretaker’s only work is 
to pick up after them.” e¢ ‘‘Thought- 
lessness of many adults and children.” 
e “Securing first-class assistance is a 
problem in most churches because the 
church has not kept pace with social 
advancement in industry.” 

2. Is there any conflict of authority? 
To whom does he (or should he) look 
for directions? 

e “There need not be if the church 
staff has regular meetings where the 
program and its problems are discussed 
frankly. The church sexton must be 
recognized as a member of the staff.’’ 
e “Yes, there is often a conflict. A 
minister often overrides his own build- 
ing committee’s instructions and expects 
too much from his sexton.”’ 

3. In what way can the sexton be 
given a sense of sharing in the great 
program and work of the church? 

e “By being a member and taking 
part in its functions.” @ ‘‘By occasion- 
allty, where interested, having the oppor- 
tunity to take an active part in the serv- 
ice.’ @ “In——-——Church the Building 
Manager is elected to the official board. 
I believe this procedure should be fol- 
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lowed in all churches after the sexton 
has joined the church and is a member 
in good standing.” 

4. What is a fair basis upon which to 
determine the caretaker’s salary? 

e “This should be governed by the 
cost of living and how much responsibil- 
ity he assumes.”” ® “J should say about 
half of the pastor’s salary.’’ 

5. Comments: 

@ ‘“‘Most people are very polite but 
too many expect too much waiting on.” 
e “More spiritual support is needed 
through prayer by the laity for both the 
pastors and the custodians.”” © ‘I have 
always had a fair deal. If not, I tell 
them about it.”” @ ‘I think the troubles 
of a caretaker are largely brought on 
by himself by not cleaning and doing a 
good job.”” @ ‘‘When the sexton knows 
his job he should be diplomatic enough 
to handle most people.” e@ “After 23 
years at this church [ could not begin 
to count the many wonderful things that 
have been done for my family and my- 
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self.” @ “The sexton should waste no 
time in joining the church and having 
his family take an active part in the 
program. You get to know the people 
in this way and it helps to hold your 
interest.” 

(To be continued) 


In Passing | 


VOICE OF AMERICA—Former Assem- 

bly’s Moderator B. R. Lacy recently 
preached on the CBS “Church of the 
Air.’’ This sermon was then picked up 
by the Voice of America for separate 
transmission to Europe and the Far 
East. Each Sunday the V-O-A selects 
some religious program from the major 
networks for this use. At last report, 
the stations of the network had received 
more than 500 requests for copies of the 
sermon on “A Prescription for Peace”’ 
(Phil. 4:7). 








DRAMA AND CHRIST—More than 700 

drama directors who attended the re- 
cent Catholic Theatre Conference in 
Chicago were told by Eddie Dowling 
that ‘“‘No play written since the coming 
of Christ that does not contain the 
teaching of Christ has ever lived beyond 
its contemporary days, or ever will.’’ 
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EDITORIAL 


Montreat Policy (II) 


Last week we opened a discussion of 
Montreat’s program policy in 
columns. That policy, established more 
by a recent tradition than by any formal 
those responsible for Mon- 
a 





these 


action by 
treat, guards against its becoming 
debating platform for the issues which 
are divisive in our church.” 


Such a policy, as we pointed out, 
simply means that the most imporiant 
questions pressing for decision within 


our bounds will be eliminated from the 
sort of consideration which ought to be 
given them at the “heart of our church.” 
We cannot believe that such a policy can 
have the approval of our church. 

(OUT- 
Foreman ex- 


In his letter to the trustees 
LOOK, 20), Dr. 
pressed his objections to the current re- 


Aug. 


strictive policy on several grounds, in- 
cluding these: 
“There is no better place than 
Montreat where problems of any kind 
can be discussed in a Christian spirit 
and from Christian points of view by 


Christian people; 





“Even assuming that the wrong 
point of view, whatever it is, might 
be presented at Montreat by someone, 
Jefferson was still right when he said 
that no untruth is dangerous—pro- 
vided it can be as publicly opposed by 
the truth. 

‘In any case, the management of 
Montreat should not be held respon- 
sible for a speaker’s views. The 
proper responsibility of the manage- 
ment, as it seems to me, is to give 
Christian speakers freedom to say 
what they think best to say, trusting 
the Spirit of God and the Christian 
commonsense of the listeners to he 
a safeguard against general error.” 


Those arguments seem to us to be ir- 
refutable, but still a restrictive policy 
is upheld in some quarters. Let us look 
at the reasons which are advanced for 
such a policy. 

1. The purpose of Montreat is pri- 
marily spiritual. If we concentrate on 
the church’s great program, on evan- 
gelism, prayer and an understanding of 
the Bible, we will not need to have our 
time taken up with these controversial 
questions. That, of course, is a familiar 
argument with reference to many qucs- 
tions. We would agree with the first 
part of it, but we insist upon a far 
broader interpretation of the smoothly- 
worn word, “spiritual.” It is an utter 
surrender to the forces of paganism and 
secularism to leave the compelling 
issues of life outside the church’s ken 
and concern. And as for the program 
of our church, we submit that nothing 
in it takes priority over efforts to teach 
men to walk in the way of Christ and 
to be instruments in the transformation 
of our social order after the prayer and 
purpose of God. As for prayer and a2 
study of the Bible, one of our most in- 
sistent objections is at that point—that 
by the proposed policy even the prayers 
and the Bible study topics would be re- 
stricted and proscribed. One year when 
a resolution of the General Assembly 
asked for the prayers of the church for 
the reunion of American Presbyterian- 
ism, one of the stalwart opponents rose 
to his feet to voice his objection be- 
cause, he insisted, “It’s a wedge; gentle- 
men, it’s a wedge.” So, you see, our 
contention here cannot be termed far- 
fetched for it is now the very center of 
this entire policy discussion—that por- 
tions and interpretations of the Bible 
are prohibited unless they are in line 
with a proposed pattern. 

2. It is explained that all contro- 
versial topics are not excluded; simply 
those which stir up the greatest feeling. 
That simply means that the most press- 
ing issues before the church would he 
prohibited until they are no longer live 
and vital. This would mean, if a church 
or any professedly Christian body fol- 
lowed such a cowardly plan, that in a 
time when a profound Christian witness 
is needed, the church, or a part of it, 
refused its responsibility. After all, the 


only 
needed is when a question is alive. 
have heard it said that there is no con- 
troversy in a cemetery. 


time the Christian witness is 
You 


3. A similar defense is that there are 
plenty of important questions to be dis- 
cussed without bringing in those which 
are divisive. That is true, but, as in 
the paragraph above, this brings us to 
face the question as to whether we are 
willing to do the Christian deed, say the 
Christian word, bear the Christian wit- 
ness when that deed, that word and tha 
witness are needed. After all, there 
were plenty of important things Peter 
could nave talked about around a cer- 
tain fire on a memorable night long ago, 
but the central question that proved his 
moral ccwardice was whether he was 
one of Christ’s men or not. 


4. The directors (and trustees), we 
are told, have the right to direct the 
policies in ways which they think are 
for the best interests of Montreat, and 
it has been traditional for such topics 
to be avoided there. No one questions 
the right of those who have the respon- 
sibility; of course they have such a 
right for some group must take the re- 
sponsibility for policy. However, we 
stoutly deny that a restrictive policy, 
even if it were in line with our tradi- 
tions of spiritual freedom, is for the in- 
stitution’s best interests. Montreai is 
a far greater conference center poten- 
tially than actually. No one can out- 
sing us in our appreciation of the place, 
but we have long been certain that a 
bolder, more courageous policy would 
lead Montreat to heights which have 
only been glimpsed. We are convinced, 
as we said here last week, that this mat- 
ter of program policy lies at the root of 
Montreat’s future. 


5. The support of all the church is 
needed for Montreat and no one should 
be offended there. All of us can, or 
should, agree on the first part of that 
statement and, of course, all would hope 
that no one would be given personal of- 
fense. Buta policy which seeks to walk 
a tight-rope, balancing here and there 
in the winds of public opinion and cx- 
pediency, is morally repugnant. Mon- 
treat, like the church, has a higher goal 
than merely to ‘“‘please people.” It has 
an obligation in the plan and purpose 
of God and it dare not fail to live up 
to it. And as for the support—we dare 
say that a courageous, far-sighted policy 
will enlist and deserve such a response 
as one of compromise and timidity can 
never command. Anyway, it should be 
made plain, as Dr. Foreman has em- 
phasized, that the Montreat manage- 
ment is not to be held responsible for 
what individual speakers may say. The 
speakers themselves bear that responsi- 
bility. 

6. Montreat is the center for all the 
church, and divisive topics would make 
for disunity rather than for unity. We 
ought to emphasize our agreements 
rather than our disagreements. There 
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is much to be said for this point but the 
fundamental fact for us to stress is our 
common fellowship in Christ. That does 
not mean that we come to a dead uni- 
formity; it means that we experience a 
living unity. It does not mean that we 
all think exactly alike; it means that in 
our mutual love and concern we all seek 
to find the more perfect way. Any ef- 
fort which skirts the vital issues of cur 
day and the pressing problems which 
confront men in their daily life is un- 
worthy of the church and its institu- 


tions; any unity which is obtained by 
a refusal to look at live issues is a 
fraud. If the church is not willing to 
seek Christian answers to the toughest 
problems which confront us then it has 
no rightful claim on the allegiance or 
the affections of men whom it prays may 
rise up to follow Christ. 

It is our prayer that Montreat may 
face this challenge to its future by forg- 
ing a policy which will be worthy of its 
grand epportunity and, more important, 
worthy of Christ. 





SOMEONE TO SAY NO! 


A Meditation for Ministers 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Preach the word of God. . . Prove, 
correct, and encourage, using the utmost 
patience in your teaching.’’—II Timothy 
4:2. (J. B. Phillips). 





R. PETER H. PLEUNE, who knows 
D how to preach if anybody does, 

has made the remark that it is 
sometimes hard to preach to a silent 
congregation. He does not mean that 
he wants applause. The people just sit 
there quietly absorbing (or quietly 
shedding it all, as the case inay be) and 
the preacher has little idea of how they 
are taking it. ‘If only someone would 
get up and say NO!” he says, “‘then I 
could really go to town.”’ 

Henry Adams made a similar remark 
about teaching. Every professor, he 
said, ought to have an assistant to sit 
at the same desk with him whose busi- 
ness it would be to dispute everything 
the professor said. 


S A MATTER OF FACT, the 
preacher does have someone to 
say No. Custom keeps them 

silent, but they are there in every 
sizable congregation, and in many small 
ones too. The preacher’s work will be 
the better if he imagines hearing the 
little chorus of Noes. 

Some say No because they don’t un- 
derstand. They think the _ preacher 
means something he doesn’t mean, or 
has said something he didn’t say. They 
disagree not with the preacher's real 
message but with what their perhaps 
dim minds are making of it. Others 
will be saying No because they don’t 
follow the argument. It goes too fast 
for them, or the preacher leaves out a 
link in his chain of logic, or he takes 
for granted they know something they 
don’t know; anyhow people are saying 
No to his conclusions because thev 
missed the path that led there from his 
premises. 

Another still may say No because his 
experience is different from that of the 
minister. The preacher will make some 
broad generalization about the human 
race, or about women, or about other 


AUGUST 27, 1951 


churches, and someone in the congrega- 
tion whose experience has been as 
limited as the preacher’s but quite differ- 
ent, will mentally accuse the preacher 
of ignorance. Perhaps this is especially 
unfortunate when the preacher makes 
some statement about the Christian life 
which implies: Kither you have this 
kind of experience or you are no Chris- 
tian. Some young listener may say to 
himself, No! You are reading me out 
of the church; either you are wrong or 
I must give up the notion that I am a 
Christian. 

Most serious of all the Noes is the 
one coming from the person whose basic 
principles and premises are different 
from the minister’s. Difterently oriented, 
in a sense living in a diferent world, 
his No will be mentally loudest of all. 


HE GOOD PREACHER will keep 
T all these No-sayers in mind when 
he preaches. It is not good for a 
man, homiletically or personally, to 
speak only to those who sit there and 
purr agreement with him from start to 
finish. Talking exclusively to yes-men 
makes conceited windbags of us all. Let 
a preacher attend to these unspoken 
Noes, and his preaching will improve. 
For the benefit of the mun who says 
No because he fails to understand, the 
preacher wil! work on every sermon un- 
til it is as near fool-proof as it is pos- 
sible to make it. If he has a chance, 
he will read it to some child, or to the 
cook, and see what they can make out 
of it. He will keep in mind that his 
sermon is for the ear, not the eye. And 
it is no phonograph record. No iistener 


can play back a sentence the second 
time. Every sentence must be clear 
enough to be caught at one hearing. 

For those who do not follow an argu- 
ment easily, the preacher will try to 
keep his logic simple; if he shifts his 
course he will let the listeners know. 
Perhaps here also it may be his own 
fault. Maybe his conclusions do not 
agree with the premises. He will be 
more careful not to say “‘therefore’’ un- 
less there really is a therefore. 


For those whose experience is differ- 
ent from his own, the preacher may well 
remember at all times that he is only 
one person. Let him cultivate the art 
of standing outside of himself, of seeing 
things from other people’s standpoints. 
Let him not confuse ‘‘As I see it’? with 
the eternal verities. And when it comes 
to the No-sayer whose principles are 
totally different, the preacher will have 
a harder time; some of these he may 
never convince. But once in a while 
the preacher should “go to town” on 
the basic principles. It is a mistake to 
assume that everyone, even in a happy 
and harmonious congregation, lives and 
thinks on the same foundations, Hence 
the need of preaching on very elemen- 
tary truths. Not everyone takes for 
granted, as the preacher Goes, justice 
and mercy and the love of God. 


HE PREACHER should be thank- 
ful for the No-sayers. Nobody 
loves a Pharisee; but there is no 

denying their usefulness. How much 
of Jesus’ teaching would have been lost 
if there had not been those cantankerous 
scribes and Pharisees to shout No at 
him! As for the Judaizers who dogged 
Paul’s trail and said No to everything 
he said or did, he was right and they 
were wrong, of course, and he no doubt 
was at times less than grateful for 
them. But we may be grateful, for 
some of the noblest teachings of Chris- 
tian freedom would have gene unsaid if 
it had not been for those no-sayers. 

For the stupid people in Thessalonica 
who thought Paul had said the end of 
the world was just around the corner; 
for the slow-minded who needed the 
over-careful logic of I Corinthians 15; 
for those who did not share with Paul 
the base-principle of faith, and who 
needed the letter to the Galatians—for 
these and all the No-sayers who made 
the Gospels and the Epistles what they 
are, let us be grateful. 

In face of dark denials bright truth is 
not more true: only more luminous. 





liberal arts college. 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


In September Queens will offer 
young women a new program lead- 
ing to an A. B. degree in home and 
community studies. Fully accredited, 























FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


RED SPRINGS, N. C. 


FULLY ACCREDITED SENIOR 
COLLEGE and CONSERVATORY 
Dr. Marshall Scott Woodson, President. 


Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Dean of College. 
Mrs. P. P. McCain, Dean of Students, 














@ Distinctive Christian Education 
@Military Training in R.O.T.C. 


Presbyterian College 


Clinton, S. C. Box C Marshall W. Brown, President 
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OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


e@eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 

eWhy not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 
Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa 





, Alabama. 








1837 1951 


At 
DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


TRAINING FOR 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President. 








PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
tions for 1951-52 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 


William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 
Program develops self-control, 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Two years liberal arts. Business Administration. 
partment. Christian emphasis. 
Educational excellence. 


Preparatory De- 
Fall session begins September 3, 1951. 
Write for catalog. 


Box BR, Maxton, North Carolina 








MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


College Preparatory School 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools 


Located in the “Land of the Sky,” Western North Carolina 
J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President MONTREAT, N. C. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Laymen Told to Stop 





“Pussy-Footing” 
Appalachia News Letter 


Christian laymen must stop ‘“‘pussy- 
footing’’ and learn to take a militant 
stand against all forms of evil in the 
community, Methodist lay leaders 
agreed recently at their conference at 
Lake Junaluska, N. C. ‘‘Too many lay- 
men suffer from religious laryngitis 
when they should be speaking out on 
moral issues,’ they said. ‘“‘The time 
has come for Christian men to stand up 
and be counted on moral, political and 
other issues affecting the life of the 
community.” They declared that ‘‘we 
have probably overdone the attitude of 
tolerance—tolerance to evil in the com- 
munity. We must become more con- 
cerned about righteousness rather than 
respeciability.’”” These views, expressed 
in three forum groups, were summar- 
ized in a statement prepared by J. C. 
Holler, of Columbia, S. C. Concerning 
their relations with the world as a 
whole, the laymen voiced a need “‘to 
know more about missions and be more 
concerned about changing men every- 
where Godward.’’ They praised the 
work of church women in this regard 
and called on the men “‘to do as effective 
a job as women.” (RNS) 


“Big Brother” Plan Urged 
For City and Rural Churches 
Congregations were encouraged te 
establish direct contacts with churches 
in rural and foreign fields at the recent 
missions conference at Lake Junaluska 
(Methodist). It was recommended that 
a “big brother” plan be worked out he- 
tween city and rural churches and that 
congregations adopt special foreign mis- 
sions projects under the denominational 
Advance for Christ program. Radio, 
visual aids, institutes, schools of mis- 
sions and other means were urged upon 
pastors and church leaders in giving 
congregations ‘‘a clear and definite pic- 
ture of our foreign missions.” A ‘boys’ 
conference” to be held in connection 
with the annual missions conference 
was urged in an effort to recruit more 
candidates for the ministry and mission 





Montreat College 


for young women 
ANNOUNCES 1951-52 
SCHOLARSHIPS 


*12 $100 Music Scholarships 

*12 $100 Talent Scholarships 

Write now for information and ap- 
plication to: 


J. Rupert McGregor, President 
Montreat, N. C. 
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DEAR READERS, 


Much that is written for these columns from week 
to week is on a rather personal basis, but much more 
is not personal enough. That is, I wish T could let 
vou know more of what is constantly involved in the 
production of your paper. 

Just now, I think you will be more than usually 
interested in looking over my shoulder to see what 
is before us in the weeks ahead. 


1. A PROBING SERIES: Last fall when Dr. Me- 
Ilwaine Thompson (the son of Dr. W. T. Thompson 
at Union Seminary) gave the onening address at 
that seminary, I was so moved by what he said that 
I requested him to develop the same theme—‘‘ Pride 
and Self-Interest’’—from many angles and to give 
us a series of searching articles for a number of 
weeks. Dr. Thompson begins his new work as pro- 
fessor of ethics at the seminary this fall and I am 
delighted to tell you that he has given me this series 
which I predict will stir a man to his shoelaces. Here 
are the titles: 


PRIDE AND SELF-INTEREST 
1. We May Be Self-Deceived. 
2. Who Is Delivered? 
3. What Virtues Are Untouched: Justice? 
4. What Virtues Are Untouched: Humility? 
5. What Virtues Are Untouched: Love? 
6-7. What Institutions Are Untouched: The Church? 
8. What Activities Are Untouched: Preaching? 
9. Conclusion: Repentance anud Spiritual Renewal. 


2. LAYMFN. The other day I received an Airmail 
note from W. Jack Lewis. who is known to the Texas 
University community and student workers as some- 
thing of a ‘‘ball of fire.’’ He and his family have 
spent the last vear in Scotland and on the Continent 
where he has made an extremely important study on 
the place and work of lavmen in European churches. 
Now he is promising me five articles (beginning in 
September) on what these laymen are doing and 
planning and what it all means for us in the U.S. A. 
No church officer or interested layman ought to miss 
this series. 


3. SCIENTIST’S VIEW: Our readers remember 
well the article, ‘‘Youth, Seienee and Faith’’ by 
Sidney S. Negus, professor of biochemistry at the 
Medical College of Virginia, which was printed in 
these columns several years ago. It was so popular 
that it was reprinted as a pamphlet and has been 
distributed all across the world—and is still in great 
demand. Well, Dr. Negus, who is a Presbyterian 
elder, has sent me another article, based on the pop- 
ular discussion he had in America and other syndi- 
eated Sunday supplements recently, in which he dis- 
eusses some very helpful aspects of the same prob- 
lem of science and faith. 


4. DALLAS BOOK STORE ISSUE: We are under 
considerable pressure here just now, preparing a 
snecial issue to signal the formal opening of the new 
Presbyterian book store in Dallas (our Sept. 17 
issue) with book and other features no subscriber 
will want to miss. 


5. MEN’S CONVENTIONS: Many of our readers 
remember the Convention Daily which we published 
at the great Atlanta convention two years ago. Now, 
we are considering publishing the daily at four con- 
ventions for men on successive weekends in October 
and November: Greensboro, Jacksonville, Nashville 
and Dallas. It will not be easy. 


6. HAMPDEN-SYDNEY: This oldest of our 
church’s colleges has completed 175 years of service. 
It is our hope that we ean bring out a noteworthy 
special issues on that institution this fall. It should 
be full of interest. 


7. COLLEGE TESTING: Everybody interested 
in higher education will be interested in an article 
we have secured from the Educational Testing Serv- 
ice, Dr. Lannholm, the director, on ‘‘The Use of 
Standardized Achievement Tests in College.’’ This 
service, you recall, is being used by the Government 
in making the tests for draftees, but my request to 
Dr. Lannholm goes back to last year and does nut 
deal with that enterprise. 


8. CHURCH WORKER SERIES: We are simply 
being deluged with contributions to our Church 
Worker Series, with suggestions which people every- 
where want to have included. Maybe you will want 
us to pass along some of your ideas. Just now we 
are discussing: The Sexton. Then will come, in 
order: 


Church Visitor 
Clerk of Session 
Chairman of Deacons 


Chureh Treasurer 
Benevolence Treasurer 
Choir director, ete. 


9. SPOTLIGHT: Our recent Aug. 13 feature of 
the Outlook Spotlight will be repeated as often as 
we get the necessary information and usable pic- 
tures. We are looking for interesting or unusual 
events in the chureh in terms of individuals or 
groups. Suggestions and information will be wel- 
ecomed. 


10. REGULAR: The regular attractions will go 
steadily ahead. Our Letters page, which you make 
alive and vital by your prompt and frank contribu- 
tions, will continue to be one of our best features. 
And Dr. Thompson’s always-helpful, inspiring les- 
sons will guide the teaching of hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of Sunday school classes all over the 
U.S. A. (By the way, you will be interested to know 
that we have already printed Dr. Thompson’s Port- 
folio on the Ten Commandments three times and a 
fourth printing looks likely.) Dr. Foreman, with 
his unique explanations of the Ten Commandments 
is adding his contribution to this study this year and 
his other columns on various and sundry topics are 
in a class all their own. (You will be glad to know 
that his book on the marriage vows has been re- 
printed: 8,500 copies, and both in the cloth-bound 
edition and paper-bound gift edition it is a popular 
item.) 


11. FINALLY, brethren—and sisters—I want to 
tell you how grateful I am to all of you for your 
patience with us and your encouragement. I am al- 
ways telling some of you that we do not even begin 
to produce the sort of paper we hope someday to be 
able to produce. We are apologetic about much of 
it. But we are grateful to you for your goodness 
and your loyalty. We think the OUTLOOK readers 
are the really choice people and we glory in your in- 
terest, your Christian devotion, and your alertness 
to the really big issues. 


Faithfully yours, 
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service. In addition, it was recom- 
mended that two or three-day institutes 
be held across the church stressing the 
call to the Christian ministry. 


Good Enrollments Are 
Reported at Conferences 

Appalachia’s summer conferences ali 
reported successful efforts. The Abing- 
don-Holston senior conference 
largest with 140; Knoxville enrolled 
106 and Asheville 94. The same order 
was followed for the Pioneer confer- 
ences with 173, 131 and 83 respectively. 
The synod conference at Montreat en- 
rolled 90 young people. 


was 


King College Boasts 
mncouraging Report 

King college at Bristol 
1950-51 as one of its most 
years, with no financial deficit and with 
the expectation of a full student body 
for the new year. Although Professors 
Howard Cartledge and W. W. Arrowocd 
have been lost to the faculty through 
resignations to take other work, there 
is considerable encouragement found in 
the coming of E. Ashby Johnson, Louis 
ville pastor, to become professor of 
Bible. In the June graduating class of 
24 there were seven men who are candi- 
dates for the ministry and five women 
who expect to enter church vocations. 


marked un 
successfu! 





“I LIKE TO KNOW 


—the people with whom I do 
business”’ a friend told us not long 
ago. That is certainly true of most 
of us! 

We, at the Virginia Trust Com- 
pany, enjoy knowing our deposi- 
tors personally, for in this way we 
ean serve their wishes promptly 
and with the necessary under- 
standing. 

Come in and share our complete 
and friendly service. 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 


Corporation 








Asheville Presbytery Has 
High Record for the Year 

Asheville Presbytery’s reception of 
300 members on profession of faith last 
year was the largest number in the past 
five years. Benevolences increased 
$10,000—for a total of $80,000. In 
addition, all home mission salaries were 
increased April 1 by $25 per month. 
Fourteen of 31 active churches in the 
presbytery receive home mission aid. 
Eleven of these have services every Sun- 
day. 


Miscellany 
Johnson City’s First church has com- 
pleted a financial drive of more than 
$350,000 for a remodeling program at 
its downtown location. Central 
shurch, Bristol, has completed its $350,- 
000 building. Allen Dryden, an elder 
in the Kingsport First church, was the 
architect for this Georgian Colonial 
Present membership is 800 
Attendance of 7,000 people was 
estimated for the East Tennessee All 
Sing early in July. All denominations 
in Knoxville and surrounding counties 
cooperated. 
Knoxville. 


structure. 


JULIAN SPITZER. 


High Hopes Are Held 
For College Merger 


Arkansas News Letter 


The proposed merging of Arkansas 
College and the College of the Ozarks 
(OUTLOOK, Aug. 6) continues to be 
the chief item of Presbyterian interest 
in this area. Everyone recognizes that 
the achievement will not be easy but 
the opportunity which is offered is big 
enough to challenge the imagination of 
any church. E. Fay Campbell, of the 
USA Board of Education, on his recent 
trip here with the committee spoke of 
the proposed college as ‘‘another Swarth- 
Haverford.’ Said he: “You 
know both these colleges (Arkansas and 
Ozarks) have been primarily missionary 
colleges: that is, they have existed 
principally just to serve the young peo- 
ple of the Ozark region. Well, we aren’t 
interested in the merged institution’s 
being of that sort; we want it to attract 
students from all Arkansas and, 
for that matter, all over the nation. . 


more or 


over 





All in all, we’re not aiming towards a 
‘luxury’ school. We say we’re shooting 
for an ‘adequate’ school, but our stand- 
ard of adequacy is going to be awfully 
high.’”’” Next meeting of the committee 
is set for Sept. 10 in Little Rock, be. 
fore the US synod meets Sept. 25 and 
the USA synod Oct. 9. Regardless of 
what action is taken on the merger, both 
colleges will operate during the coming 
year just as they have heretofore. 


Four Hot Springs Men 
Pay Church Bus Fares 

Four Hot Springs business men have 
begun what they hope will develop into 
a nationwide ‘‘back to church”’ crusade, 
They are providing free transportation 
on all city bus lines for everyone to and 
from the church of his choice. Anyone 
boarding a bus of the Hot Springs Street 
Railway Co. will be asked if he is going 
to or from church. If he is, he rides 
free. At the end of the day each bus 
driver will report the total number and 
the four men—-H. H. Jeffries, Jas. C. 
Williams, J. H. Lowrey and J. W. 
Spence—-will pay the bill. They plan 
to continue the project indefinitely. 
(RNS) 


Governor Investigates 
Nun Teacher Charge 

Gov. Sidney S. McMath has announced 
in Little Rock that he will ask the state 
Board of Education to investigate re- 
ports that garbed Roman Catholic nuns 
are receiving teachers’ salaries from 
public funds. This was brought about 
in response to a letter written by B. H. 
Duncan, editor of the Arkansas Baptist, 
asking if this rumor is true. The Ar- 
Gazette reported that “in at 
least five communities Catholic sisters 
in uniform taught in public schools last 
semester, and the state paid part of their 


kansas 


salaries.”” (RNS) 
Miscellany 

Calvin Schnucker, of the Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, was the chief 


speaker at the recent town and country 
pastors institute held at Arkansas Col- 
lege —a cooperative Presbyterian US- 
USA effort. Miss Cynthia Merrin, 
recent Assembly’s Training School grad- 
uate, is the synod’s new assistant in the 
office of religious education. 
Marianna. JAMES E. FOGARTIE. 








Ask the man who TITHES 


—Advertisement 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Fellowship in the Church 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 9, 1951 
Philippians 1:27-30; 2:1-11 


Fellowship in the church is never 
perfect. And sometimes there are seri- 
ous differences of opinion, even cliques 
which hold strenously to their opposing 
views. Sometimes church members fall 
out with one another and the progress 
of the Gospel is hindered rather than 
helped. 

So it was in Paul’s day, even in 
Philippi, the church which Paul seemed 
to love the most dearly. There was 
opposition without and dissensions with- 
in which greatly weakened the church’s 
witness. Under these circumstances 
Paul writes the Philippian Christians 
regarding the importance of fellowship 
in the church— 


I. For the Gospel’s Sake, 1:27-30 

He himself was in prison at the time, 
a Roman prison, and there was no as- 
surance that he would ever be released. 
“] want you to know, brethren,’’ he 
wrote at the beginning of his letter, 
“that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, so 
that it has become known throughout 
the whole praetorian guard. , .. Il 
know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out tor my deliverance,” he 
continued. ‘‘For to me to live is Christ” 
(1:12, 19, 21). He was convinced that 
they too ‘‘may have ample cause to 
glory in Christ’’ (1:26) despite their 
present difficulties 

“Only,” he added, “let your manner 
of life (This was the meaning of con- 
versation when the King James version 
was translated) be worthy of the gospel 
of Christ.”” The Christian victory is not 


an automatic one. Many individuals 
break under the strains of life. They 
are crushed, broken, defeated. Many 


congregations fail to grow. Many areas 
once claimed by Christianity have been 
lost for generation, and even for cen- 
turies. If we are to live victoriously as 
individuals, as congregations, or as com- 
munities, we must let our manner of 
life be worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
But what is worthy Christian living? 
Paul stresses three elements, all of 
which are important if Christianity is 
finally to triumph over all opposition. 
First, a readiness to “stand firm.” 
Faced by ridicule, loss of income, or 
popularity, meeting heartache, agony or 
tears, true Christians will not abandon 
their convictions or surrender their 
ideals. There are some things for which 
Christians must stand, whatever hap- 
pens. Otherwise their life crumbles. 
And there are some things for which 
Christians as a group must stand, if 
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they are to endure. No denomination 
or sect, for example, has ever made 
headway tor long, if it denied the deity 
of Jesus Christ. “Only let your man- 
ner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ,’’ Paul writes, ‘‘so that whether 
1 come and see you or am absent, L 
may hear of you that you stand firm 
in one spirit.”” There 
here to the Holy Spirit. 
sion to mediate to us the things of 
Christ. Christiaus must stand fast in 
the spirit of Christ, sustained by his 
grace, manifesting his love if they are 
to triumph over the world. It any 
Christian fails in any respect to manifest 
the spirit of Christ then he weakens the 
cause of Christ. 


is a reterence 
It is his mis- 


In addition, there must be a readiness 
to strive for the faith of the gospel. 
It is not enough for us to maintain our 
ideals in the face of a hostile environ- 
ment; we must seek to extend the faith, 
to win recruits, to add domains to those 
now controlled by Christ. When Paui 
wrote, the Christians were a very tiny 
minority in the Roman Empire. The 
chureh has grown immeasurably since 
those days, but true Christians are still 
in a minority in every iand; and we 
must not forget that every new genera- 
tion must be won anew to Christ, and 
that tor us, too, the best defensive 1s 
an offensive. 

We must stand firm ‘‘in one spirit” 
and strive ‘‘with one mind, side by 
side.’’ That means, [| presume, that a 
Christian cannot hope to win if he 
fights alone. He cannot win his own 


personal battle against anxiety, fear, 
and sin. He certainly cannot expect to 


win the fight against unbelief and evil 
in his own community, or in the nation 
if he fights as a lone wolf. It is only as 
he stands with his fellow-Christians in 
the church that he can hope to win the 
victory for Christ and his kingdom, and 
only as the various denominations co- 
operate and in some cases unite, that 
we can most effectively advance Christ’s 
cause in the world. 

To strive for the ‘‘faith of the gos- 
pel’ does not mean primarily to strive 
for a body of doctrine, certainly not for 
one denominational tenet over against 
another. It means to strive for faith in 
God through Christ as a vital principle 
in Christian living. We are to stand 
together steadfastly for that and let the 
lesser questions, the little divisive ques- 
tions, go. 

To live a life that is worthy of the 
gospel in face of oppcsition involves a 
third element in Paul’s estimation and 
that is to be “not frightened in any- 


thing by your opponents.” Moffatt 
translates, ‘‘Never be scared for a second 
by your opponents.’’ Whatever happens, 
says Paul, whatever your opponents 
may say or do, you must not for an 
instant permit yourself to be scared out 
of your calm, steady self-control. 

Was that good advice in Paul’s day? 
Undoubtedly, for fear is one of the dis- 
integrating emotions that wrecks the 
personality, and renders a group im- 
potent in the face of its enemies. There 
is no weakness against which the Bible 
warns us more often. Do we need this 
advice today? Are Christians calmer 
than non-Christians? Ought they to be? 

Paul does not argue that we are to 
be unafraid because everything is going 
to turn out all right. On the other 
hand he told the Philippians plainly 
that ‘‘it has been granted to you that 
for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also suffer for 
his sake, engaged in the same conflict 
which you saw and now hear to be 
mine.’’ They were to be unafraid be- 
cause whatever happened to them in 
this life they were sure of the ultimate 
victory. ‘‘This is a clear omen to them 
of their destruction, but of your salva- 
tion and that from God.” In Paul’s 
estimation the only thing we need to 
fear in this world is betrayal of self 
and of God. 

“Let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ.’’ Paul has sug- 
gested three things which a worthy 
Christian life would include in his own 
day. What else would you add as you 
think of the needs of our own day? 
“Whether I come and see you or be 
absent. . . .” “‘The Christian who has 
to be watched,’’ writes Earl Douglass, 
“is not a Christian. It is easy to be a 
Christian in church.’’ The question is 
can he be a Christian in the office, on 
the college campus, at the fraternity or 
sorority dance, on the football field, in 
the factory, in the midst of a political 
campaign? 

II. For Christ’s Sake 

In Phil. 1:27-30 Paul has pled with 
the Philippian Christians to let their 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel 
of Christ. In 2:1-11 he strikes a 
deeper note. He appeals with Christian 
tactfulness to the deepest experiences 
his friends have shared, to the comfort 
they have found in Christ (according to 
the King James version; in the Re- 
vised Version it is translated ‘‘encour~ 
agement’’), to the mutual consolation 
their love has been to them in hard 
times, to the spiritual fellowship they 
have enjoyed with one another, to the 
various acts of helpfulness and practi- 
cal sympathy that have bound them to- 
gether, and finally, to their proved and 
tested affection for himself. If your 
Christian fellowship has meant anything 
at all, he seems to say, ‘‘complete my 
ne is 

Paul had found more joy in his 
Philippian converts than in any others 
he had ever made. But his joy could 
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not be complete so long as the con- 
gregation itself was not united in the 
bonds of Christian affection. Why, he 
does not say, but we can imagine. Jesus 
had said, ‘‘By this shall all men know 
that you are my disciples, that you love 
one another.’’ The witness of the 
Philippians then was ineffective, so long 
as their fellowship was incomplete. 

“Complete my joy,’ says Paul, ‘‘by 
being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind.” Did Paul mean that they 
should all have the same opinions on 
every question of creed or conduct? If 
he did, he was expecting the impossible 
and something which is actually unde- 
sirable. It is not possible to find any 
group—a family, a gathering of friends, 
a congregation or a community—that 
has absolute unanimity of opinion on 
all subjects. And if such unanimity 
were achieved it would be bought at the 
expense of originality, variety, progress 
and life. The apostle is concerned to 
produce among the Philippians, not a 
uniformity in belief and opinion, but 
rather a unity of spirit and sentiment. 
And that is made plain in the verses 
which follow in which he elaborates on 
his original plea. 


“Do nothing from selfishness.”’ In the 
King James version this word is trans- 
lated ‘‘strife,”’ referring to the strife or 
contention or rivalry between various 
parties or factions within the church. 
The phrase may mean that we are to 
do nothing for private ends, as Moffatt 
translates it; or on the other hand that 
we are to do nothing for party ends. 
No doubt both ideas are included. We 
are not to seek our own selfish inter- 
ests, nor should we be concerned pri- 
marily for the advantage of a party. 





How different would the history of the 
church be if this injunction were al- 
ways heeded. One of the most difficult 
things for even a devout Christian to do 
is to seek first (above all personal in- 
terest; above all party interest) God’s 
Kingdom and his righteousness. 

“Do nothing,” says Paul, ‘from self- 
ishness or conceit... No one of us 
would ever admit that he acted or spoke 
from motives of conceit; but it is not 
difficult for us to detect, or to think that 
we detect it in others. Ask the young 
people who serve at our summer confer- 
ence grounds if they observe any evi- 
dences of conceit in the throngs of 
picked delegates who attend our various 
conferences; any desire for special con- 
any insistence on _ special 
Personal conceit has a way 
of appearing in the most unlikely places. 
If fellowship is to be maintained there 
must be another sort of spirit. ‘‘In 
humility, count others better than your- 
self.”” Paul is not pleading for a false 
or unworthy estimate of one’s own 
ability. He means that everyone should 
realize that in some respects, at least, 
he is surpassed by others; no one who 
understands this, who has a _ proper 
estimate of himself in relation to others, 
become vain. Paul is plead- 
ing for humility and unselfishness— 
“Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interest 
of others.”” In verses 3 and 4 Paul is 
trying to describe the common mind 
which ought to possess the Christian 
community; it is not identical opinions 
for which he pleads, but an identical 
attitude, humble rather than vain, loving 
rather than selfish. 

He illustrates it more exactly and 
more happily in vs. 5. What is this 


sideration; 
recognition. 


can ever 
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common mind which Christians are to 


seek? It is the mind of Christ. ‘Com- 
plete my joy by being of the same 
mind,” he writes in 2:2 and then ip 
2:5 he explains what he means: ‘Have 
this mind among yourselves, which yoy 
have in Christ Jesus. 

At first thought this seems quite im. 
possible. Jesus existed in the form of 
God — that is, as possessing the very 
essence of deity. Though he emptied 
himself (i. e., of many of his divine 
attributes that he might become truly a 
man), though he was crucified and 
buried, yet God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name which 
is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father, 
Christ was pre-existent, sinless, exalted 
—how can we ordinary human beings 
hope to have within us the mind of 
Christ? 

As we study the passage it is clear 
that Paul is not concerned with the ex- 
tent or quantity or range of Christ's 
mind, but with its quality. It is not 
the content of Jesus’ mind that he pro- 
poses, but the kind of mind that Jesus 
had, the kind of mind exhibited in the 
passage before us. What then was the 
nature of Jesus’ mind? 


First, it was unselfish (‘he counted 
not the being on an equality with Goda 
thing to be grasped but emptied him- 
self, taking the form of a servant’’); 
second, it was humble (‘he humbled 
himself’); and third, it was obedient 
(‘‘obedient unto death, yea, the death 
of the cross’’). We know what it 
means to be unselfish; we know what 
it means to be obedient to God’s will. 
But what does it mean to be humble? 
It does not mean to cultivate a sense of 
inadequacy—that is paralysis; it does 
not mean to shut our eyes to facts in 
ourselves or others—that is more blind- 
ness; it does not mean to seek obscur- 
ity—that may be cowardice or avoidance 
of duty; it means to do anything for 
anybody else that needs to be done with- 
out thought of self (as Jesus did when 
he washed the disciples’ feet.) 


That is the mind which we are to 
cultivate in the church. And if we did 
come to share in this mind of Christ, 
differences of opinion on this subject or 
that, differences in race or class, would 
never destroy our fellowship in Christ. 


Fellowship with other Christians is 
essential for Christian growth. Could 
it be that lack of fellowship has stunted 
our growth as individuals, as a congre- 
gation, as a denomination? Could this 
be a part of the reason why we do not 
have more of the radiance of the Chris- 
tian life, more of the peace that is avail- 
able to us in Christ? Could that ex- 
plain in part why the witness of the 
church is not more effective throughout 
the world? 


(Lesson Commentary based on ‘In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons,” 
copyrighted 1951 by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE. By 
D. T. Niles. Harper and Brothers, New 
York. 120 pp., $1.50. 

Daniel T. Niles is a young Asian 
Christian who has come out of religious 
and political upheaval with a vital in- 
sight into the task of the Christian. 
Pointing out that ‘‘the resources of the 
whole church are for the whole world” 
he sees only administrative differences 
between ‘‘home’”’ and ‘“‘foreign’’ missions 
and declares evangelism to be the job 
of every Christian who takes Christ 
seriously. 

Produced as a study book for the Stu- 
dent Volunteer Movement, the book is 
characterized by language that is easily 
understood. Logically outlined, this 
study discusses the needs of the world 
and of the non-Christian, and shows the 
resources and methods of the evangelist. 
The book is remarkably illustrated and 
scriptural authority is presented in 
abundance. Frequent use of modern 
translations and scriptural paraphrases 
help to make it readable. 

This book can be used for classes in 
evangelism or the theology of missions 
and will prompt older youth and adults 
to a reinterpretation of the conventional 
views on evangelism. 

D. M. BROWN. 





Atlanta, Ga. 


FELLOWSHIP EVANGELISM 
THROUGH CHURCH GROUPS. By 
Harry C. Munro. Bethany Press, St. 
Louis. 159 pp., $2.00. 

Laymen are increasingly realizing the 
significant and vital part they can and 
must have in the work of the church. 
For a church that desires to strengthen 
its program of evangelism and assimila- 
tion through the mobilization of its “lay- 
power” and is willing to fearlessly and 
honestly analyze its present program 
and organization in the light of the 
“self-study”? suggestions, this book will 
give detailed directions for the utiliza- 
tion of all the various church groups 
in this program of ‘“‘group evangelism.” 

Rather than securing actual decisions, 
or commitments, the aim is to secure 
participation in individual groups, with 
the fundamental purpose in mind that 
when a commitment to Christ and his 
church is made, it will be active and 
real. Such a program naturally carries 
a revitalization of present members. The 
author presents convincing reason for 
every step in the program. 

PAT N. EASTERLING. 

Duncan, Okla. 


THE CRAFT OF SERMON ILLUS- 
TRATION. By W. E. Sangster. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 125 pp., 
$2.50. 

This is a book with valuable advice for 
those who would improve their ability 
to reach others with the written and 
spoken word. Many a message from the 
rostrum or pulpit has been lifeless and 


AUGUST 27, 1951 


lightless for the lack of giving proper 
place and use to illustrative material. 
A good illustration often clarifies as 
nothing else will do, and the body 
of truth associated with the _ il- 
lustration is often retained only be- 
cause of the illustration itself. The 
author well states in a chapter on 
“Sources of Illustrations’ that the best 
illustrative material is that garnered by 
the messenger himself from his own 
school of experience rather than from 
the hackneyed stories contained in en- 
cyclopedic volumes. 
WM. H. McCORKLE. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


THE BRIGHT SIDE OF DEATH. By 
Austin Crouch. KBroadman Press, Nash- 
ville.. 35 cents, paper. 

This warmly appealing little booklet 
of 31 pages is a real contribution in the 
field of pastoral and comforting litera- 
ture. Deeply scriptural, sanely practi- 
cal, it has one flaw in this reviewer’s 
opinion, namely the placing of heaven 
on earth in the life to come. Highly 
recommended to the bereaved. 

FRANK ALFRED MATHES 

Birmingham, Ala. 


THE TRADED TWINS. 
N. McLean. 
York. 
paper. 

Written for teen-agers. A missionary 
mystery story, written against the back- 
ground of modern Mexico and filled with 
likeable characters, hearty adventure 
and whirlwind activity. High school 
boys and girls will like it. 

DOUGLAS SUMMERS BROWN. 

Rock Hill, S. C. 


By Robert 
Friendship Press, New 
136 pp., $2.00 cloth; $1.25, 


THE ANCIENT CHRISTIAN WRIT- 
ERS; ST. GREGORY THE GREAT; 
PASTORAL CARE. By Henry Davis. 
The Newman Press. Westminister, Md. 
281 pp., $3.00. 

This is the eleventh volume in a series 
on the works of ‘‘ancient Christian writ- 
ers,” edited by two professors in the 
Catholic University of America. This 
volume was translated by the English 
Jesuit, Father Henry Davis, professor of 
Moral and Pastoral Theology in Hey- 
throp College. 

Pastoral Care was written by Gregory 
the Great, at the beginning of his reign. 
It is an apology for Gregory’s effort to 
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escape the responsibilities of the high 
office to which he was called. One is 
moved by his sincerity and the genuine- 
ness of his consecration. 

The modern pastor will find that pas- 
toral care is an ancient art. wregory 
displays a remarkable acquaintance with 
the vices and virtues of human nature. 
He examines about forty different 
classes of people with which the pastor 
must deal with the skill and insight of 
a modern psychologist. There is a use 
of proof texts which is unconvincing 
and often disconcerting to the modern 
student of the Bible. 

This volume should be read by every 
student of theology and every pastor. 
It exalts the sacred office and probes the 
conscience. 

C. GRIER DAVIS. 

Asheville, N. C. 
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The Life We Prize. Elton Trueblood. 
Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.50. 

The National Parks: What They Mean 
to You and Me. Freeman Tilden. Alfred 
A. Knopf, N. Y. $5.00. 

The Coming-of-Age of Christianity. W. 
R. Mathews, J. Foster, H. P. Van Dusen, 


etc. Henry Regnery Company, Chicago. 
$2.50. 
Christian Faith in Action. Edited by 


Robbins W. Barstow. National Council of 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


TO SOUTHWESTERN 
Robert P. (Pete) Richardson widely 
known missionary to China, now in this 








country, will join the administration of 
Southwestern at Memphis Sept. 1 as 
vice-president in charge of development. 
Dr. Richardson has been granted an in- 
definite leave of absence by the Board 
of World Missions so that he may take 
this new work. 


CHANGES 

David Worth Sprunt, assistant to the 
president and head of the office of de- 
velopment at Southwestern at Memphis, 
has been granted a leave of absence for 
graduate study at Union Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 

EK. Ashby Johnson, Hill 
church, Louisville, Ky., will become pro- 
fessor of Bible at King College, Bristol, 
Tenn., Sept. 1. 

Harry G. Kenney 
ya., to 230 E. Vineland 
Ga. 

Thomas M. Dews, assistant pastor of 
the First church, Albany, Ga., has been 
called to the Lafayette church, Talla- 
hassee, Fla. 

W. S. Boyce, 
Miss., is now 
Miss., church. 

H. R. Miller from Foley, 
Magnolia, Evergreen, Ala. 

Merle H. Anderson (Presbyterian. 
USA) from Eustis, Fla., to 151 Over- 
look, Winter Park, Fla. 

Murphy C. Wilds from 
N. C., to Senatobia, Miss. 


Crescent 


from Swainsboro, 


Dr., Augusta, 


Edwards, 
Baldwyn, 


formerly of 
serving the 


Ala., to 227 


High Point, 


ASHLIN WHITE LECTURES 

Elmer G. 
Seminary professor, 
Ashlin White 
church, Mooresville, N. C., 


Homrighausen, Princeton 

will deliver the 

sible lectures in the Firs! 
Sept. 2-7 


DEATHS 

Daniel Patrick McGeachy, 79, died in 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug 
months. Dr. 
was in 


16 after an illness of 
several McGeachy’'s long 


time pastorate Decatur, Ga., 


where he served for 25 years, reiiring 
1942 


honorary doctcr- 


and becoming pastor emeritus in 
Although he 
ate, 
Master’s and Docior’s degrees at 
Seminary in 1943 and 1948. 
past year he was supply pastor at Lake 
Waccamaw, N. C. 

Thos. H. McConnell, 75, died in Day 
tona Beach, Fla., July 11. Dr. MeCoun- 
nell’s last 


held an 


upon his retirement he earned 
Union 


During the 


pastorate, before his retire- 
ment in 1941, was at Calvary church, 
Orlando, Fla., where he 
previously, 1925-27. 

John V. McCall, 87, died in Weather 
ford, Texas, July 30. Except for a 
three-year pastorate in Hugo, Okla., Dr 
McCall’s entire ministry spent in 
Texas, his last service being in Karnes 
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had served 


was 


City. Since his retirement in 1940 he 
has made his home in Weatherford. 

Chas. W. Kerr, 76, for 41 years pas- 
tor of the First (USA) church, Tulsa, 
Okla., and moderator of the 1932 USA 
Assembly, died July 18. 

Gennaro Giordano, 80, pastor emeri- 
tus of Olivet (USA) church, Newark. 
N. J., and president of I] Rinnovamento. 
Italian-language religious weekly, died 
July 23. 

Howard V. Yergin, 65, field service 
secretary for the USA Board of National 
Missions, died July 28. 


MISSIONARIES 


L. Alex McCutchen, missionary to 


Africa on furlough in this country, hag 
returned to 39, Rue de la Roue, 
sruxelles, Belgium. 

Theodore R. Taylor and Mrs. Tayler, 
missionaries to Brazil, are now in this 
ccuntry on furlough. 

Charlotte Dunlap and Ruth 
Worth of the China Mission arrived in 
New York August 13. 


Misses 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Miss Frances C. Query who has been 
director of the N. C. Council of Churches 
for several years, will become director 
of program coordination for the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, New York, 
Sept. 1. 
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—HUNTER B. BLAKELY. 
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